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S an Art, fortification is very nearly as ancient as 
the existence of Society. “ When men first as- 
sembled together for the purpose of mutual pro. 
tection, and placed their habitations on the same 
spot, the law of necessity, springing in this case out of the 
principle of self defence, rendered it indispensible for them 
to adopt some means for securing their families, and their 
property against the sudden inroads of enemies. In early 
ages, men considered themselves as sufficiently protected by 
a single wall, from behind which they could with safety dis- 
charge their darts, arrows, and other missiles against an as- 
sailant ; but when, in the progress of improvement, new and 
more powerful means of attack were discovered, it became 
necessary to increase, in a corresponding degree the means 
of resistance, and accordingly the feeble defensive structures 
of the primitive ages were in time succeeded by solid ram- 
parts, flanked and commanded by elevated towers.”* 




* Encyclopaedia Britannica. 




6 



The savages of America, like those of other lands usually 
adopted as a means of defence, a circular palisade, a form 
which appears to have been adhered to by many of the 
tribes which inhabited that portion of America, now com- 
prised within the limits of the Dominion of Canada. When 
Jacques Cartier* in 1535, first visited the island whereon now 
stands the City of Montreal, he found it inhabited by a tribe 
of Indians, who had established themselves near the foot of 
the Mountain, which he named Mount Royal.f Here 
they had erected their cabins or lodges, about 50 in 
number, the whole being encircled with a palisade formed of 
the trunks of trees set in a triple row. The outer and inner 
ranges inclined till they met and crossed near the summit. 




SECTION OF INDIAN PALISADE. 



while the upright row between them, aided by transverse 
braces,gaveto the whole an abundant strength. Within were 
galleries for the defenders, rude ladders to mount them, and 
magazines of stones to throw down on the heads of the 
assailants. | The entrance was a narrow portal, barely 
sufficient to admit the bodies of the savages who dwelt with- 

• Jacques Cartier, the discoverer of Canada, was bom at St. Malo, in France, in 1500. On 
the isth May, 1634, he sailed from his native city, on his first voyage to America, returning to 
France in August of the same year. He made a second voyage in 1^36, and on the festival ot 
St. Lawrence, he reached the entrance of the river, which he named in honor of the Saint. 
In September, he reached Stadacona (Quebec), and in October visited Hochelaga (Montreal), 
and shortly after returned to France. In 1S41, as second in command to DeRoberval, he agaio 
visited Canada, and died shortly after his return to France. See Autograph, Plate 2, fig. i. 

♦ See Frontispiece. 

t Pioneers of France in the New World.— ParAmttn. 
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